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 There are several formats of information we can search from Khon Kaen 
University Medical Library (KKUML). The more we know of the search methods, the 
more we get from the Library. In KKUML we can search by many ways as follows: 
 1. Searching the bibliographic records1 of books, research reports, theses, 
audio-visual materials, electronic media, journal titles and Thai journal indexes in 
Khon Kaen University 

1.1 In Khon Kaen University Libraries 
The KKU libraries, including KKUML, use the INNOPAC software in 

creating their databases, and the “WebOPAC” is used as the tool to search bibliographic 
records of the materials kept in those libraries, i.e. books, research reports (in book 
form), theses, audio-visual materials, electronic media, journal titles, and also Thai 
journal indexes. From the home page of KKUML (URL:http//library.md.kku.ac.th) we 
can access WebOPAC and find the material we want. By this way, we can locate such 
material because there are about 14 KKU libraries in the network. Besides, we can 
know whether the material is on the shelf or checked out, when it will be returned to the 
library, and we can also renew or place a hold on it.  

1.2 In Khon Kaen University Medical Library (KKUML) 
Prior to INNOPAC software, KKUML has its own databases created by 

CDS/ISIS software. The Library has now developed the databases with its late version 
as “WebSIS”. Searching by WebSIS from KKUML home page gives us the abstracts 
and some full texts of research reports and the complete bibliographic records of audio-
visual and electronic media in KKUML. 

                                                           
1 “Bibliographic records” (or  “Bibliography”) means the records of books or other materials that show only essential 
items, e.g. author, title, publisher, year of publication. The other information retrieval format is “Full text” which gives  
us the all details of the book or material. For the records of journal articles, we prefer to use “Index” instead of  
“Bibliography” 
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2. Searching foreign journal indexes 
     Foreign journal index databases sometimes provide the searcher with 
abstracts which are very useful for information searching. MEDLINE and PubMed are 
very important databases in medical science, comprising abstracts of every records. In 
the past we had the print “Index Medicus” and “Current Contents”, but now we turn to 
use the online databases instead.      

2.1 CD-ROM index 
  KKUML users can access the CD-ROM network of the KKU Central 
Library, which provides some useful databases in health sciences, e.g. Science Citation 
Index, HealthSTAR, Nursing & Allied Health (CINAHL), International Pharmaceutical 
Abstracts, and Life Sciences 

2.2 Online index via the Internet 
  2.2.1 PubMed / EMBASE 
            PubMed is the most popular database produced by the U.S. 
National Library of Medicine (NLM). It is free of charge and we found that there are 
more records in PubMed than in MEDLINE. Some full-text records are added and can 
be linked to from this database. We can search PubMed from the KKUML home page 
as well. 
   EMBASE is a reference database newly subscribed since year 
2007. There are more European journal articles than PubMed. 
  2.2.2 Scopus / ISI Web of Science 
   These two databases are citation references. We use them to 
search for journal articles which are cited and cite other articles as well. 

2.2.3 UniNet & KKU-NET 
              The “UniNet Online Reference Databases”, known as ThaiLIS or 
Thai Libraries Integrated System, comprise some online databases to serve the 
universities under the Ministry of Education. They are such as ProQuest Dissertations 
and H.W.Wilson. Besides, the KKU-NET serves some useful databases such as 
SciFinder. From the KKUML home page, we can access the UniNet and KKU-NET by 
choosing to click under “reference databases”.  
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Khon Kaen University Medical Library (KKUML) Home Page 2008 
http://library.md.kku.ac.th 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The KKUML Home page, showing how to access the various online resources as 
described in this guideline.   
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3. Searching full-text records 
         3.1 The real materials 
             After searching the bibliographic record, we can find the material we 
want. The call number of the book or audio-visual and electronic media, as well as the 
source of the index (journal article, publication year, volume, number and page), is the 
important guide for the searcher to read the full text. On the shelves, books are kept in 
order of their call numbers and journals in order of their titles. Electronic Media 
accompanying books are kept in order of the call numbers but the others in order of 
their registered numbers.  

3.2 CD-ROM Full Text 
  The CD-ROM full text of some books and journals are kept at the Audio-
Visual and Electronic Media Unit of KKUML. The services are presented by both 
standalone and in the Intranet system, which the “multimedia” is the channel to access 
from KKUML home page. 
          3.3 Online Full Text via Internet 
   Such full-text records are presented as electronic books (E-books)       
or electronic journals (E-journals).   Some online databases comprise either E-books or  
E-journals but others include both of them. 
  3.3.1 E-books 
             From KKUML home page, users can search both subscribed and 
non-subscribed E-books. In the databases MD Consult, there are both E-books and E-
journals. AccessMedicine is an E-book package KKUML has just started the 
subscription last year. NetLibrary and Grolier Online are the E-books subscribed by KKU 
Central Library. 
   3.3.2 E-journals 

There are free E-journals such as FreeMedicalJournals and 
HighWire Press. KKUML subscribes to ProQuest Health and Medical Complete, MD 
Consult, Journals@Ovid, BMJ Journals, JAMA & Archives, and Pediatrics Online. Our 
users can access SpringerLink, Wiley-Blackwell, and Cambridge Journals Online, which 
are subscribed by KKU Central Library. Besides, ScienceDirect is subscribed by the 
Ministry of Education. 
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At present, there are some databases which provide useful 
systematic reviews. Those databases such as UpToDate, The Cochrane Library, and 
DynaMed are similar to E-journals and can be searchable from KKUML web site. 
   KKUML has created links, from eThesis on our home page, to 
electronic theses of KKU and other university libraries. And besides the theses, there 
are also independent study reports and some research reports of KKU. Thus users can 
search full-text theses from here. 

4. Searching bibliographic records of other libraries 
      On the home page of KKUML, from “Thailand Union Catalog” under OPAC, 

users can access other university libraries of the Ministry of Education to search for 
those libraries’ bibliographic records. 
            From “other information links” on the home page of KKUML, we can also 
access some other libraries, e.g. Mahidol University Libraries and Chulalongkorn 
University Libraries or even foreign libraries like the NLM, to search for desired 
bibliographic records, though the full-text records are still prohibited. 
  5. Searching standalone databases 
            A number of databases in KKUML is served as standalone due to limited 
users. These databases are as follows: 

- JCR (Journal Citation Reports) 
- WHO Reproductive Health Library 
- A Sight and Life 
- The Family Health International Web Site on CD 
- Abstracts of Research Reports on AIDS in Thailand 
- Bibliography of Research Reports and Theses  

            Each database has its own search strategy; users can consult at the KKUML 
reference desk when they want to search.  

6. Searching for journals 
         6.1 Kardex on the WebOPAC 
    The most detailed tool ever used to search for any needed journal is 
named  “Kardex”. The kardex is the complete list of every journal issue kept in KKUML 
and it is located at the Serials Unit. However from year 2004 KKUML develops to use 



Searching Information in KKUML (2008)  by Soodjai Thanapaisal 6

INNOPAC software to keep the registered records. Then the WebOPAC can be 
searched for any journal issue. 

6.2 Journal List 
       From the home page of KKUML, if we click the “Journal List (print)” 
button we can search for needed print journal. We can also search for some print 
journal in other libraries, e.g. Prince of Songkhla University Medical Library. 
   “Journal List (print & electronic)” is a yearly tool to display the list of 
print and electronic journals KKUML has for serving its users. But the most up-to-date 
list of e-journals should be checked again directly from its online database. 

6.3 Journal Link 
      We can use the “Journal Link” service to check all the journals kept in 
the libraries in Thailand. It serves as “Thailand Union List of Serials”. From KKUML 
home page, anyone can access “Journal Link” and even request the needed journal 
article from some libraries in Thailand and abroad. The charges depend on each 
servicing library. Any user can purchase a PIN card at KKUML to use this interlibrary 
loan service by himself. 
 7. Searching for new materials 
                 KKUML new materials are books, research reports, theses, journals, audio-
visual and electronic media newly processed in each month to serve KKUML users. 
These materials are listed in monthly KKUML newsletter, both print and electronic form. 
The print newsletter is contributed all over the KKU Faculty of Medicine, hospitals  and  
other  health  institutes  in North-Eastern Thailand as requested. The E-Newsletter can 
be accessed by anyone via KKUML web site. 
  
 In conclusion, there are several ways to search information from KKUML 
depending on which kind of information the user wants. At first the user must define his 
problem or question and then choose the most suitable method to search. The user 
should know the steps of the method he chooses so that he can get the required 
information. 
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